Religion in the Sudan
bound together into a single society.    In later times, and
especially since the Egyptian conquest, the greater tarikas
developed a definite organization centralized in the Great
Sheikh of the Path, usually a lineal descendant of the
founder, whose  authority is  delegated to  a number of
khalifas or local representatives.    Membership of a tarika
involves spiritual obedience to the head and his khalifas,
and such obedience is easily extended to mundane affairs.
It is also the custom of many to offer to the head of their
tarika certain pious  offerings  known as  zeka, i.e.,  gifts
ordained  by Moslem law to  be  set aside  for religious
purposes, for the receiving of which tribal and religious
leaders   compete.    The   collection   of   zekay   often   from
unwilling givers, has, in the past, given rise to jealousies
between chiefs of tribes and the tarikas as well as hard-
ships to the victims of these exactions.    The attitude of
the Government is that, whereas the voluntary payment
of zeka, being a matter of private conscience, can be left
to the individual, the collection of zeka either by tribal
or religious leaders is not to be countenanced.
The following is a brief account of the tarikas existing
in the Sudan at the present day. It will be seen that all
of them are of comparatively recent creation, though they
claim to continue the tradition of the earlier orders,
founded in the 12th and 13th centuries :—
(1) The Mirghania or Khatmia, founded by Saiyid
Mohammed Osman el Kabir who was born in the Hedjaz
in 1787, and deriving its name from Saiyid All Mirghani,
an ancestor of the founder. Saiyid Mohammed Osman
based his new tarika on a combination of the principles
of four earlier confraternities. He travelled all over the
Sudan and finally founded the village of El Khatinia at
Kassala, which became the headquarters of his
He died at Mecca in 1851.
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